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Abstract

Expo 2005 Aichi, the 21st century’s first Universal Expo, has often been contrasted, including its
preparatory stages, with the 1970 Osaka Expo that symbolized the high-growth era, partly because of its
ecology-oriented theme “Nature’s Wisdom” and partly because the theme seemed to anticipate its
sustainability aspect. In fact, Expo 2005 Aichi’s theme seemed to anticipate sustainability itself, and the
Expo was sometimes described as pioneering problem-solving expositions. However, when we look at the
Expo’s process and venue planning, we find that it shared many similarities with the supposedly different
Osaka Expo. Besides that, it was influenced to a certain extent by overseas developments, for instance, the
Exposition Convention’s revision. Therefore, this paper aims to critically reconsider Expo 2005 Aichi’s

significance, some 20 years after it was held, and to consider what the Expo’s future should be.
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